
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 

Centrality of Jesus – His Story 
 

 

• Luke 24:13-35 (key on verse 27) 

What do you make of verse 27? 

Why does it say, “…beginning with Moses”? What might it say? Does this matter? 

What does Jesus mean by “Moses”? 

Luke does something super cool here 

Luke uses the same word 3x – dianoigo = to open 

1. Their eyes were opened 

Luke 24:29-21 

2. Luke 24:32 

This one is even more amazing when we see them reflecting on what happened 

Here Luke wants us to see there is a link between OPENING THE STORY and OPENING THEIR EYES 

3. Luke 24:44-45 

Jesus opens His disciples eyes so they can UNDERSTAND THE STORY 

Isn’t it amazing, Luke is telling us that a remarkable personal experience with Jesus is not enough on its own 

It was VITAOL that these 2 guys would have their minds opened up to understand The Story of the Scriptures 

The flip side is of course just as true! 

 

Tom Wright – The Challenge of Jesus 

“The heart is warmed, says Luke, when Scripture is expounded so as to bring out the true story; AND the Lord is known 

in the breaking of the bread. The TWO belong together, interpreting each other, and TOGETHER pointing to the new 

world, the new vocation, the kingdom of God, and above all, to Jesus Himself as the climax of Israel’s history and now 

the Lord of the world.” 

 

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus spent much of His priceless 40 days before His ascension teaching the Story 

 

• Romans 16-17 

The Gospel is the power of God for salvation 

To Jesus, THE GOSPEL, the Good News of God, is greater than the life and death and resurrection of Himself 

To Jesus, THE GOSPEL is God’s complete Story culminating in Him 

So Jesus believes The Gospel is God’s complete Story 

And clearly Jesus is the Epicenter of God’s STory 

Now hold that thought 

 

Let’s turn to John 1 

We have talked about Jesus being the Epicenter of God’s Story 

That would of course make the 4 Gospel versions, Matthew-John, the epicenter of the Story 

Personally, I believe John 1:1-18 is the epicenter of the epicenter 

• John 1:1a 

First of all, when you read these first 3 words, “In the beginning”. What are you supposed to think? 

Why does John say this is the beginning? I thought Genesis 1 was the beginning? 

What is the beginning in Genesis? 

What is this beginning? 

What should these 3 words do then? 

Again, think Story…think narrative…you should be immediately asking, what beginning 

The beginning beginning, or the beginning of this story 

Just as you should be thinking, link between John 1 and Genesis 1 (contiguous) 

a) link the 2 passages together 

b) set Jesus before the beginning 

• Genesis 1 

* Compare the 2 verses 

With our study in mind, why again does John do this? 



John 1:1-18 gives us a few key words that are key 

 

1. WORD 

• John 1:1-3, 10-14a 

First, why is Jesus called the Word? 

Words are symbols.  Words express our thoughts.  You can't know my mind unless I express them in word.   

God's words are expressions of Himself. 
Jesus then expresses God 

In 1:1 begins... " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD" 

1:18 ends ...."the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, HE HAS EXPLAINED HIM." 

Jesus is God's logos.  Jesus is God's expression.  Jesus is God's mind.  Jesus is God's heart revealed.   

Jesus IS God 

Glory – 1:14b-18 

 

God acts through His word.  Jesus spoke the world into existence.  

Jesus is Creator of the World 

Has the ability to make family members 

 

 Jesus pre-exists the World or in other words pre-exists our Story 

 

 

2. LIFE 

1:4a    In Him was life 

 20:30-31   

* Conversation of Jesus with Pharisees – you search the Scriptures because you think life is in them 

• John 5:39-42 

 

 

3. LIGHT  

 1:4b-9 

 

HE LIGHT OF MEN 

THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 

THE TRUE LIGHT 

the LIGHT that ENLIGHTENS EVERY MAN 

 

What does this remind you of? 

Again, John cramming Jesus into Genesis 1 & 2 

 

In the beginning God challenged the darkness - and in His creation act - He said, let there be light - and there was light.  

Now, John says, God is doing it again.  He is now challenging the darkness that is found within His creation and He is 

saying again, let there be light. 

Another creation! 

 

 

• Col. 1:13-17 

 

 

Now, here is what is REALLY fascinating to me 

Jesus in my opinion is the EPICENTER of God’s Story 

Of course Jesus would say His Father and the Spirit are 

But the Father thinks Jesus is 

And yet, when Jesus wants to OPEN EYES He makes it clear that there is more than His life and death and resurrection 

Why? 

Takes both 

 


